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whether it’s a baccalaureate level later on or whether its just job training at a two year
level and that’s as you are involved in economic development issues you see that all the

time.

Dr. Anthony: Jim did you give any thoughts earlier for running for the Board?

No, it never crossed my mind. Actually I'm not sure how I became interested in the
foundation. I did at some point in time could have been when several of the people that I
knew were serving and as I was able to see what was involved in the college — and to
believe in the importance of the foundation I think in the importance of the foundation I
think of this if nothing else a way of keeping the college in front of the people. I'm a firm
believer in taking whatever means you can with as many of the citizens as possible can

know about the college and that’s one way to do it.

Dr. Anthony: I think you’re leadership is cheer there, and I have nothing to gain by
this, but your leadership is cheer. It took us to another plateau in that relation, and 1
think probably more than any you got our name on the book not only statewide but

locally.

What [ observed when I came on board was there were men and women coming in four
times a year and sitting around the table and weren’t getting anything accomplished and
my time was more valuable. Tried to make it into something that would be meaningful
and as far as I was concerned or I wouldn’t be there and fortunately with the help of a lot
of good people, staff-wise, board members, we were able to see how important it was and
other board members could see that so when they were not willing to just come in and be
a token board, and that was what it was at that point in time. I think there just wasn’t a
clear understanding of what their role was in the early stages. You have to go back and
understand that in the early stages maybe it’s a time to really understand what your role is
and perhaps that just took a while to — just coincidences, my time came along... it was

obvious at that point in time I think it served a good purpose and are being able to
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influence colleges all over the state. State-wide perception is good and beneficial to other

schools.

Dr. Anthony: Jim, as you reflect back is there anything you want me to make sure
that I put in this book? Any event, any individuals, any credit, issues you think I

ought to put in there?

More observation than anything else, and this goes back to just the plasic service the
college provides. I think the first time that I realized that the foundation that $100 or $200
scholarship which wouldn’t necessarily been much of anything financially to you and I.
That 1s to particularly some person who’s just gone through some traumatic death in
his/her life and does not have the money to go to school and needs to prepare themselves
totally for life’s work and what the college can do and what the foundation can do to help
has been a most meaningful thing... that made it easy for me to go and spend my time
and try to do whatever I possibly could to see... That certainly is not the only story that
you’re involved with but it’s a very important aspect, and it also point what I viewed the
most important thing that the community college system is that you can respond and they
can almost turn on a dime. Where a university system takes long. So you can change with
what your needs are at the time and it’s ever-changing, I know it’s changing daily. But I
think just to be able to visually see the type of help you can provide and what part the

college can play in people’s lives.

Dr. Anthony: Anybody you think I ought to be talking to that I haven’t, any name

come to mind?
I think I’ve mentioned everybody and I know there, just from the sheer amount of people

that were involved in it, I’m sure their must be others.

(chit-chat previously transcribed)..........
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